NOBEL
generators for carrying out experiments in electrolysis, etc.
Moreover, the climate at San Remo enabled him to carry out a
number of experiments in the open air. The grounds of the Villa
Nobel gave on to the Mediterranean, and Nobel had a long iron
bridge built out from the shore, from which he conducted shooting
experiments out to sea, measuring velocities by means of the
chronograph.
When he moved to San Remo, Nobel engaged as his private
assistant, in succession to Fehrenbach, who remained in Paris,
G. H. Beckett, an Englishman, and in 1893, a young Swedish
engineer, R. Sohlman.
The carrying out of experiments in a small village on the Italian
Riviera was attended with very considerable difficulties. Indus-
trially, Italy was at that time very little developed. Machines,
apparatus and chemicals had generally to be brought in from
Germany, and this caused difficulties and loss of time. The
resources were exceedingly limited for carrying out even the
simplest mechanical work. Nobel's neighbour, who wanted to sell
his villa, endeavoured to show that Nobel's laboratory was a
danger to the neighbourhood, although this was not at all the
case. Nobel, wearied by his complaints, bought the Villa Rossi,
with its garden and grounds, and incorporated the estate with
that appertaining to the Villa Nobel. The villa, a fairly large
one, remained empty for some years, until the year 1896, when
Nobel furnished it as a place in which he could entertain his friends.
He may have thought of inviting King Oscar, who had visited him
at Bjorkborn in 1895, to stay there while on the Riviera.
There is no doubt that Nobel's main motive in acquiring the
shares of the Bofors-Gullspang A.G. in 1894 was to be able to
carry out his ideas, more particularly in munitions, but also in other
scientific investigations. At first he had intended to buy the old
gun factory of Finspong, built as early as the I7th century. But
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